
From: "Williams, Laura" </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C5480F586C294D1B92A8DE5530679847-WILLIAMS, LAURA>

To: Way
Steven;Nguyen
"Tien <"
"\(Nguyen.Tien@epa.gov\); >"

CC:
Date: 1/22/2015 10:53:55 AM
Subject: Availability for a meeting?: Blacktail Creek Brine Spill
Attachments: Blacktail Creek.pdf

1106269.pdf

Steve and Tien,
 
David has indicated that he’d like to have a meeting today regarding this new brine spill and your previous ones. I thought I’d send this information in advance and, once I get David’s thoughts
on a meeting time, I’ll send out an e-vite with a call-in number. Please let me know if you have times today that you are not available. Thank you, lw
 
From: Robert Stewart [mailto:robert_f_stewart@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2015 7:58 AM
To: Ostrander, David; Williams, Laura; Merritt, Steven
Cc: R8 RRC; Ryan Sloan; Behler, David D; Mary Josie Blanchard; Boroja, Maria; Kevin Shelley; Jessica Johnson
Subject: Blacktail Creek Brine Spill
 
National media coverage.  Most recent NRC report also attached.
 
Is there enough hydrocarbon (oil) in the water to trigger EPA jurisdiction (and response)?  Please advise at your earliest convenience.
 
Robert F. Stewart
Regional Environmental Officer
DOI Representative – Region VIII RRT/Area Committee
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
U.S. Department of the Interior
P.O. Box 25007 (D-108)
Denver, CO 80225-0007
Voice:  (303) 445-2500
Fax:  (303) 445-6320
Cell:  (303) 478-3373
Email:  robert_f_stewart@ios.doi.gov
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In this photo taken Jan. 12, 2015, 
crews dig up land at a saltwater spill 
site near Blacktail Creek outside 
Williston, N.D. A North Dakota health 
official called the 70,000 barrel spill the 
state's largest during the state's 
current oil boom. (AP Photo/Williston 
Herald, Zack Nelson) 


Nearly 3M gallons of brine spill; ND oil boom's 
largest leak


By REGINA GARCIA CANO
Published: Yesterday 


Nearly 3 million gallons of saltwater generated 
by oil drilling have leaked from a North Dakota 
pipeline, an official said Wednesday, the 
largest such spill since the state's current oil 
boom began and nearly three times worse 
than previous record spills. Two creeks have 
been affected, but the full environmental 
effect might not be clear for months.


Operator Summit Midstream Partners LLC 
detected the pipeline spill on Jan. 6, about 15 
miles north of Williston and told health officials 
then. Officials say they weren't given a full 
account of the size until Tuesday.


Cleanup has begun and inspectors have been monitoring the area, but it will 
be difficult to measure the effects on the environment and wildlife until the ice 
melts, said Dave Glatt, chief of the North Dakota Department of Health's 
environmental health section. Some previous saltwater spills have taken 
years to clean up.


"This is not something we want to happen in North Dakota," Glatt said.


At the moment, the spill doesn't threaten public drinking water or human 
health, Glatt said. He said a handful of farmers have been asked to keep 
their livestock away from the two creeks, the smaller of which will be drained.


The saltwater, known as brine, is an unwanted byproduct of oil and natural 
gas production that is much saltier than sea water and may also contain 
petroleum and residue from hydraulic fracturing operations.
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The new spill is almost three times larger than one that fouled a portion of 
the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation in July. Another million-gallon saltwater 
spill in 2006, near Alexander, is still being cleaned up nearly a decade later.


Summit Midstream said in a statement Wednesday that about 65,000 barrels 
of a mix of freshwater and brine have been pumped out from Blacktail Creek. 
Brine also reached the bigger Little Muddy Creek and potentially the Missouri 
River.


Glatt said the Blacktail Creek will be fully drained as part of the initial 
cleanup, but the water and soil will have to be continuously tested until after 
the spring thaw because some of the contaminated water has frozen. The 
Little Muddy Creek will not be drained because it is bigger than the Blacktail 
Creek and the saltwater is being diluted.


"We will be monitoring to see how quickly it gets back to natural background 
water quality conditions, and we are already starting to see that," Glatt said 
of the Little Muddy Creek. "It's getting back pretty quickly."


Summit Midstream's chief operating officer, Rene Casadaban, said in a 
statement that the company's "full and undivided attention" is focused on 
cleaning up the spill and repairing any environmental damage.


Spokesman Jonathan Morgan did not immediately confirm exactly when the 
spill began. It also was not clear what caused the pipeline to rupture. Glatt 
said the company has found the damaged portion of pipeline and it was sent 
to a laboratory to determine what caused the hole.


North Dakota has suffered scores of saltwater spills since the state's oil 
boom began in earnest in 2006.


A network of saltwater pipelines extends to hundreds of disposal wells in the 
western part of the state, where the briny water is pumped underground for 
permanent storage. Legislation to mandate flow meters and cutoff switches 
on saltwater pipelines was overwhelmingly rejected in the Legislature in 
2013.


Wayde Schafer, a North Dakota spokesman for the Sierra Club, called the 
brine "a real toxic mix" and "an extreme threat to the environment and 
people's health."


"Technology exists to prevent these spills and nothing is being done," said 
Schafer. "Better pipelines, flow meters, cutoff switches, more inspectors - 
something has got to be done."


Daryl Peterson, a grain farmer from Mohall who has had spills on his 
property, said the latest incident underscores the need for tougher regulation 
and enforcement.
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"Until we start holding companies fully accountable with penalties, I don't 
think we're going to change this whole situation we have in North Dakota," 
said Peterson, a board member of the Northwest Landowners Association.


___


Associated Press writers James MacPherson in Bismarck, North Dakota, 
and John Flesher in Traverse City, Michigan, contributed to this report.


___


Follow Regina Garcia Cano on Twitter at https://twitter.com/reginagarciakNO


© 2015 The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. 
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ResponseLINK Home  >>  NRC  >>  #1106269 


NRC Notification #1106269


Report Date 2015-01-21


Incident Date


Region 08


County WILLIAMS


City WILLISTON


State ND


Quantity Released 70000 BARREL(S)


Source PIPELINE


Affected Area BLACK TAIL CREEK


                  NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER 1-800-424-8802 
              ***GOVERNMENT USE ONLY***GOVERNMENT USE ONLY*** 
        Information released to a third party shall comply with any 
  applicable federal and/or state Freedom of Information and Privacy Laws 


                         Incident Report # 1106269 


                            INCIDENT DESCRIPTION 


  *Report taken by: CIV NYDIA RAWLS at 17:09 on 21-JAN-15 
  Incident Type: PIPELINE 
  Incident Cause: EQUIPMENT FAILURE                                 
  Affected Area: BLACK TAIL CREEK                                  
  Incident occurred on 07-JAN-15 at 07:00 local incident time. 
  Affected Medium: WATER   BLACK TAIL CREEK 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
                            REPORTING PARTY 
  Name:          ANDREW PARISI 
  Organization:  SUMMIT MIDSTREAM PARTNERS LLC                     
  Address:       999 18TH STREET                                   
                 SUITE 3400 SO                                     
                 DENVER, CO 80202                                   


  PRIMARY Phone: (303)6268269 ALTERNATE Phone: (303)4061678 
  Type of Organization: PRIVATE ENTERPRISE                          
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
                       SUSPECTED RESPONSIBLE PARTY 
  Name:          ANDREW PARISI 
  Organization:  SUMMIT MIDSTREAM PARTNERS LLC               
  Address:       999 18TH STREET                        >          
                    SUITE 3400 SO       
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                 DENVER, CO 80202 
  PRIMARY Phone: (303)6268269   ALTERNATE Phone: (303)4061678 


  ________________________________________________________________________ 
                           INCIDENT LOCATION 
  SEE LAT / LONG    County: WILLIAMS                                
  City: WILLISTON   State: ND                                       
  Distance from City:     
  Direction from City: N                   Latitude: 48° 40' 15" N  


  Longitude: 103° 06' 39" W                                         
  BLACK TAIL CREEK 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
                          RELEASED MATERIAL(S) 
  CHRIS Code: NCC    Official Material Name: NO CHRIS CODE 
  Also Known As:  PRODUCED WATER WITH ENTRAINED HYDROCARBONS 
  Qty Released: 70000 BARREL(S)           Qty in Water: 0 UNKNOWN AMOUNT 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
                         DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT 
  ///THIS IS AN UPDATE TO NRC REPORT # 1105983/// CALLER STATED THE 
  AMOUNT OF  MATERIAL RELEASED IS 70,000 BARRELS OF PRODUCED WATER AND 
  AN UNKNOWN QUANTITY OF HYDROCARBONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PRODUCED 
  WATER. 


  //////THIS IS A CHANGE TO NRC REPORT NUMBER 1105105 REGARDING THE 
  MATERIAL  INVOLVED IN THE RELEASE./////////  PRODUCED WATER WITH 
  ENTRAINED  HYDROCARBONS RELEASED FROM A 4 INCH PIPELINE DUE TO A 
  LEAK. 


  ________________________________________________________________________ 
                          SENSITIVE INFORMATION 


  ________________________________________________________________________ 
                            INCIDENT DETAILS 
  Pipeline Type: TRANSFER                                           
  DOT Regulated: UNKNOWN                                            
  Pipeline Above/Below Ground: BELOW                                
  Exposed or Under Water: NO                                        
  Pipeline Covered: UNKNOWN                                         
  ---WATER INFORMATION---                                             
  Body of Water: BLACK TAIL CREEK                                   
  Tributary of: LITTLE MUDDY RIVER                                  
  Nearest River Mile Marker:                                        
  Water Supply Contaminated: UNKNOWN                             


  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                IMPACT 
  Fire Involved: NO   Fire Extinguished: UNKNOWN 


  INJURIES:   NO   Hospitalized:       Empl/Crew:       Passenger: 
  FATALITIES: NO   Empl/Crew:          Passenger:        Occupant: 
  EVACUATIONS:NO   Who Evacuated:           Radius/Area: 


  Damages:    NO 
                                                 Hours   Direction of 
  Closure Type Description of Closure           Closed   Closure 
            N 
  Air:     
            N                                                    Major 
  Road:                                                          Artery:N 
            N 
  Waterway: 
            N 
  Track: 


  Environmental Impact: UNKNOWN                                     
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  Media Interest: UNKNOWN  Community Impact due to Material:        
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                            REMEDIAL ACTIONS 
  CLEAN UP IS ONGOING AND CONTRACTORS HAVE BEEN ON-SITE. 
  Release Secured: YES                                              
  Release Rate:                                                     
  Estimated Release Duration:                                       


  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                WEATHER 
  Weather: PARTLY CLOUDY, ºF                                        
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                       ADDITIONAL AGENCIES NOTIFIED 
  Federal: 
  State/Local: NDDH, NDIC, FISH & GAME, FISH & WILDLIFE 
  State/Local On Scene: 
  State Agency Number: 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
                          NOTIFICATIONS BY NRC 
  CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL (GRASP) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (770)4887100 
  DHS NOC (NOC) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (202)2828114 
  CGIS RAO ST. LOUIS (COMMAND CENTER) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (314)2692420 
  DHS PROTECTIVE SECURITY ADVISOR (PSA DESK) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (703)2355724 
  DOT CRISIS MANAGEMENT CENTER (MAIN OFFICE) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (202)3661863 
  EPA CID REGION 8 (HELENA RESIDENT OFFICE) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (406)4575076 
  U.S. EPA VIII (MAIN OFFICE) 
                     (303)2931788 
  NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE COORD CTR (MAIN OFFICE) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (202)2829201 
  NOAA RPTS FOR ND (MAIN OFFICE) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (206)5264911 
  NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER HQ (AUTOMATIC REPORTS) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (202)2671136 
  NRC COMMAND DUTY OFFICER (MAIN OFFICE) 
                     (202)2672100 
  NTSB PIPELINE (MAIN OFFICE) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (202)3146293 
  PACIFIC STRIKE TEAM (MAIN OFFICE) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (415)8833311 
  ND EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION (MAIN OFFICE) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (701)3288100 
  DOI/OEPC DENVER (MAIN OFFICE) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (303)4452500 
  U.S. ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS (GARRISON PROJECT, OPERATIONS DIVISION) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (701)6547746 
  USCG DISTRICT 8 (MAIN OFFICE) 
     21-JAN-15 17:21 (504)5896225 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
                         ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  ///THIS IS AN UPDATE TO NRC REPORT # 1105983/// 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                 *** END INCIDENT REPORT #1106269 *** 
            Report any problems by calling 1-800-424-8802 
         PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.nrc.uscg.mil 


You are user robert_f_stewart@ios.doi.gov with Responder permissions. [Logout] 


Web site owner: Emergency Response Division | Office of Response and Restoration | National Ocean Service | National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | USA.gov.     Privacy Policy. 
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Need help with this site? Contact orr.incidentnews@noaa.gov. 
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